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Synopsis

Featuring full-color photographs and illustrations throughout, this text is a comprehensive guide to
Japanese culture.The richness of Japan’s history is renowned worldwide. The heritage of culture
that its society has produced and passed on to future generations is one of Japan’s greatest
accomplishments. In Introduction to Japanese Culture, you'll read an overview, through sixty-eight
original and informative essays, of Japan’s most notable cultural achievements, including:Religion,
Zen Buddhism, arranged marriages and BushidoDrama and Arta "from pottery, painting and
calligraphy to haiku, kabuki and karateCuisinea "everything from rice to raw fishHome and
Recreation, from board games such as Go to origami, kimonos and Japanese gardensThe Japan of
today is a fully modern, Westernized society in nearly every regard. Even so, the elements of an
earlier age are clearly visible in the country’s arts, festivals, and customs. This book focuses on the
essential constants that remain in present-day Japan and their counterparts in Western
culture.Edited by Daniel Sosnoski, an American writer who has lived in Japan since 1985, these
well-researched articles, color photographs, and line illustrations provide a compact guide to
aspects of Japan that often puzzle the outside observer. Introduction to Japanese Culture is
wonderfully informative, a needed primer on the cultural make-up and behaviors of the Japanese.

This book is certain to fascinate the student, tourist, or anyone who seeks to know and understand

Japanese culture, Japanese etiquette, and the history of Japan.
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Customer Reviews

Daniel Sosnoski is an American writer who has lived in Japan since 1985. His experiences as an



editor of travel and cultural guides have taken him the length and breadth of Japan and given him
an appreciation of the country’s natural beauty. He continues to explore and discover new elements
of the land and its people.

loved it.

So outdated! The author seems bias, and regarding western ‘foreigners’ as ignorant.

good primer on japanese culture. | got this in preparation for a trip to Japan and | learned interesting

facts about the architecture, decor and the culture overall. It's a quick read.

Gave just the insights | was looking for. Helpful in considering my trip.

Excellent, covered everything a first time visited should know before travel.

Very good informative book, covers almost everything

Great book. | had the spine removed and put a spiral on it. Using it for teaching this helped a lot.

| bought this for a student planning to study abroad in Japan. It is a perfect introduction of some very

basic traditions, foods, etc. | can’t wait to give it to him. Book arrived very quickly and is in great

condition!
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